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your brain is made of the finest italian spaghetti and 
your. heart pumps olive oil through your garlic lined 
veins. i hope your day smells like a good restaurant 
and has lots of melba toast for free. B DLToRS KlnT F * 

don.t eat th. butfr- doul SS^figJlg! &£ «Wfr 
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"ring ones. y We are weirdos and misfits, but 

xt voor-iiTit 1 !^ "JLrisrv 8 x have had d ° 

completely self sufficient of} lowing up alroost 
enriched my li£e beyond WO rds Trl***? Md land h * B 
through laundry flutter,™ «!' , re »ember walking 

do- into the itoi; 2S2 on ;j°2r iines •»< ^ 

^ay on his wood carvings in * 2 f W ° Uld bo ^^PPing 

corner. There were sh^vf 5 d ? 6ty Workrooi » in the 

tools and tons o^ar 5 SJ"^ ° f '" kinds of 

to the ceiling, when mJSS^JZ Can " ed ' St ° Cked 

u-ually just be given t J gJ^S ^?"/S 3 " d thlnqs Xt «««" 

Lately if seems like I only ,o to M ""* longer - 

so consumed with thinking? creat^ina ! hT* ° ther da y- J « 

deas I try to utilize, ji tlltl L haVe f U of these 
feast with a stove that has a 2, h coo,ti ng up this big 
I'm constantly trying to stir Jnd JJn"" 8 ^^ ° f four - 
burning x worry if * it JS?&*£»**»^ ^om 

-tyle in which ^TUTS!'S1^S ^ ****"">* Ufc 

-ds has been liberating and SlSg^.^SSSSi'- ^ 

s^arcssT: rsassa^ can ai °° - • « 

Rowing vSStfZlZE&'S*J" "-^ other kids 

beautiful things, and cooklnn ^f .? "' crea ting 

,-es *e hope Ld J^ Pjfcgl ^i^^o^lty 

Orange M^LSiuStt? ^"^flfS^r^ "•«* 

-ny children playing^out's.L^oge hJr ^Therr 6 ^^ ° X »* 
corner not tar from my house wh.r. Z. ° ne 

c° h n rid can wl ; ne " any ^- "-miive 6 to a we y nt 8 ;r y da 

children playing games outside. It makes Z hi 

see beautiful peop i a not ^^ « ha PPV * 

confinements of their house having fun, usina 

S'srjs. a ha d t b ho^ as=~* ^»^j 

,ive them ^'tSJ^S-'i SSSTnoTSS ^ 
^impac^they have on our daily lives "i «S ~ *" 
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. Handy park used to be a hot Bpot for 
local blues musicians to play free out on the street. 
You would also see kids playing and occasional 
skateboarders flipping around. But now, it has been 
disgustingly replaced with a morbid Budweiser Pavilion 
structure, complete with ATM's and a tacky t-shirt shop. 
Not to say that the essence of Beale Street hasn't already 

been destroyed many yearB ago. These types of building 
have no concern for communities, are designed by large 

businesses to rake in big bucks, and are popping up like 
wildf lowers. 

There iB a monument erected to Nathan Bedford 
Forrest, the founder of the KKK in Memphis. Every time 
I go by it down on Union in cross-town I feel sick and 
enraged. I wish there was a statue of a true Memphis 
hero like Ida B. Wells instead. 

Suburbanites may sleep better on their 1,000 
dollar bed6 at night, assured that the problems of the 
city are far away. They are just playing the role of 
ostracizes, hiding their heads in a hole which gives a 
false and alienating sense of security. Suburbia is 
killing communities, and further isolating people into 
the comfortable T.V. equipped cages, we call luxury 
homes . 
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L VHe who has imagination without 
IM* learning has wings but no feet. 
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A brighter side of communities is evident in 
Memphis 's past. Churches were extremely crucial to 
black communitieB because they provided a forum to 
speak safely about problems with civil rights. The 
churches were like light houses for the community and 
they brought people together for reasons that 
surpassed the actual religion. 

I have been studying old mapB of Memphis 
which Bhow trolley's extending the whole way into 
midtown and south Memphis. The city was compact and 
mass transit was reliable, there were no "barb.. How 
the city is spread out and the un-unionized MATA bus 
system is a mess. If you have ever noticed a P*«° n 
with a disability hanging out on the street for hours 
at a time chances are she or he is probably Waiting 
for an ill equipped MATA plus bus. How nice it WOOld 
be to have a reliable form of transportation again for 

all people. . . „,, 

By living in a cooperative environment ana 

relying on my beloved bicycle as a main mode ot 

transportation, I've made a small bj***** 

systenTthat hovers above our heads like a dark cloud. 

It takes a whole lot of small changes to impact «»• 

bigger whole, positive change is possible. I live with 

about eight other people ranging from the age of Jfc to 

3| at the DeCleyre Anarchist Cooperative (named after 

Voltairine De Cleyre <1866-1912> an often overlooked 

Insuring anarchist, activist, feminist figure). None of us 

are'orlginal Memphians some of us have been J]™* ^»« £" 

others. We've all wound up together from otter P*«~' <J"»* 

TN.,MI, OH, PA, NJ,Ark). If. a loving, inclusive, and fun 

community building environment for me to be apart of which 

provides a spring board for all types of "foment and 

activities. We have no land lord, because of a loan through 

NAS CO ^ are '""our SUS Sri is such a refreshing 

Sda'l.VS. city. Want to cut down on your grocery bills, 
Plant a victory garden in your back yard, if 
you don't have enough room just start a community 
garden. It's worth the effort and their i» plenty Of 
and out there just waiting to be utilize^ 
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Hey you don't get lost 
in your mind in your thou." hit. 
ira your past in your Future 
in your present. 
in space in time in beauty,, 
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The present plight of American communities is 
in a plummeting state of disconnection, rootless-ness, 
and disintegration of families as a tight nucleus. 

is not always like this, but overall it is an 
increasing dilemma due to capitalism, globalization, 
privitism, and a variety of other -isms". i recently 
learned that my home town (pop. 200ish) is facing 

'SOOZ r tin ^ i0n ' The econo »^ backbone of the community 

the Brockway Glass Factory has had its lay-offs in the 
past but now it is shutting down completely. This is 
causing a crippling effect on the community. Families are 

oS-r Jirlr J" the fL homes and ■«■ elsewhere in search of 
e r ^ rk ' Communities are being threatened in both rural 
and urban settings by the same forces. We need unity 

in our own city white flight is rampant, and has 
been for over half a century. This further pushes people 
into a plastic idealized bubble; the suburbs. Carl Moore 
says about suburbanites , "...their concern for the 
well-being of the community is likely to be limited to 
concern for the retention of property values.. - 

After W.W.II there was a gigantic shift 
of people moving to the suburbs. Loans for homes 
in the suburbs were mainly available to whites. 
Consume boom yahoo! The government came up with this 
wacky idea called 'urban renewal' which sounds like a 
neat thing but in reality it was harmful to the 
working class people and benefited big business. It 
got a lot of parks built but at the same time it had 
?,,v e ?n I 1J° ** overlooked ^ the mainstream. 400,000 
rebuilt ldi " 98 Were torn down but onl y <7,000 were 

The Housing Acts of 1949 « 1954 # 
Instead of rebuilding the inexpensive housing most of 
the money went to businesses. This devastating 
thing put a lot of people out on the streets. 
They thought by giving the money to the businesses 
through land acquisition it would make the area 
flourish economically, if the economy is 
flourishing its gotta be good for all folks, right? No 
it w„ JUT thS de8olate Land downtown could find no buyers 
driving * Cor P° ration » • The first image viewed 

nn^° W ?HH? Xt ^° redbird Vadium is a mural of a white 
upper middle class family driving their expensive car 
towards downtown. This image screams; "Hey you guys 
out in the suburbs its safe now, come fuel capitalism 
with your filthy money and while your at it waste 
fuel pollute the air, and oh yeah have a hot dog!" 
This is merely one example of shallow gentrification 
that pushes homeless people into other areas. 

Participating in Food Not Bombs off and on 
when food and resources have been available, over the 
past two years we've noticed a decrease of a homeless 

of ""f e | J" thS downtown area - This is a direct cause 
of gentrification. The dictionary describes 
gentrification as; the restoration and upgrading of 
deteriorated urban property, often resulting in 
displacement of lower- income people. (Food Not Bombs 
is an organization that brings attention to the 
horrific waste of the American food industry by 
Ceding homeless salvaged vegetarian home cooked meals ) 
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Into the slaughterhouse 

INTO ME DARK&3T tSALM OF rfjfaxvi SMUTTON 
December I2th 1 ^ 8{00 p.m. 

I slip into this tunnel in ny mind , its 
never com-fort^ble yet it 1riws me in... 
T am in the pickup tru«k glroling wit h 
my friends Chucky ind Marylou the ir 

father <%fc Mr. Manheart is driving deeper 
into the woods. rh. fir an d pine t rees 
suffocated by snow zip by on the sides a 
of the road. "We wr ite our names with 
the tips of our index fin ers on the layer 
of condensation on the window. tie reach the 
top of the hill and Mr. Manheart par ks % 
comes around to let U3 out. He t ower 

hi^ above us, as intirnidatln -i.; the trees. 
His hands extend to lift us gently down 
onto the ridges of slush forged by black tires 

^^nlartWeV" 'I 1 ? wrinkles of ^s hands 
be«" working as a line man I i 

for many vears , its made his hands appear 
70 years old. 

The stars in the winter skv s M -,,, 

y Sparkle like 

light reelecting o "f of pulverised broken 

glass scattered on too of dark bine satin. 

Marylou's pigtails pea 1 - out from the hood of 

her pink snow suit. she smiles sassvily 

Chucky p -ers innocent blue eyes timidly up 

at his older sist er. waddles awkwardly 

|hehind us hi' s hand*me-down my little pony 

boots are too bis- for his tiny feet. The 

r emote building SQbf we walk towards looks 

like an airplane/ hanger , an archaic 

white metal cylinde r Split in half. 

The ffigantic doors swing open and we are 

overwhelmed with the smell of flesh and blood. 

Mr. Manheart and the men with red stained 

aprons unload the care asses from the bed 

of the pick up truck anr j D rin* them inside tol 

be processed, and skinned Chucky is i 

frightened by the carcasses nankins; by hook; 
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AS THE LOTUS BL0S3UMS SOMET 1 1 
P R0M TH E murky D!i . pTH S BBNBAT4H 
SNAGS ITS ROOTS PLUNGING IT 

. i^NvrXaDS. 

T have slivers of memories of him 

stuck in my skin. Kids can e so 
crue] , Instilling fear throu gh 

p ointing, harassing, alienating. 
Kids made fin of chuck v for be in 

fat. Despite ail that he was 
alwa ys sweet & kind 8c also .shy 

hut always loving. I remember 
v ,.| I inn it Chucky when w e P 

hide - n _ r , see i< f or hiding in 

the 
dryer. " You could suffocate ! 
,e P*ot In an 
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argument "e 

wanted a tatoo , she thought he was 
too young & should wait. I can't 
• lM to' 1 ine how Mr.MAnheart 
felt opening his bedroom -qooc to 
take the kids to school; instead 
to ver his beloved so n 

lying dead on the floor, dm 
blood spilt. G 
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